{\rtf1\ansi {\colortbl;\red0\green0\blue0;\red0\green0\blue255;\red0\green255\blue255;\red0\green255\blue0;\red255\green0\blue255;\red255\green0\blue0;\red255\green255\blue0;\red255\green255\blue255;}{\fonttbl{\f0\froman\cpg0\fcharset0 Times New Roman;}{\f1\fswiss\cpg0\fcharset0 Arial;}{\f2\froman\cpg1252\fcharset0 Times New Roman;}{\f3\fswiss\cpg1252\fcharset0 Arial;}{\f4\froman\cpg1251\fcharset204 Times New Roman;}{\f5\fswiss\cpg1251\fcharset204 Arial;}{\f6\froman\cpg1250\fcharset238 Times New Roman;}{\f7\fswiss\cpg1250\fcharset238 Arial;}{\f8\froman\cpg1257\fcharset186 Times New Roman;}{\f9\fswiss\cpg1257\fcharset186 Arial;}{\f10\froman\cpg1254\fcharset162 Times New Roman;}{\f11\fswiss\cpg1254\fcharset162 Arial;}{\f12\froman\cpg1253\fcharset161 Times New Roman;}{\f13\fswiss\cpg1253\fcharset161 Arial;}{\f14\froman\cpg1255\fcharset177 Times New Roman;}{\f15\fswiss\cpg1255\fcharset177 Arial;}}\paperw12240\paperh15840 \sectd \sbknone \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 CHAP. III.]                   LAST  YEARS.                                491}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 Natural than Human History. ' It seems to me,' writes Stein, 'that our nation has a greater and more general interest in its history than in the knowledge of any erica from the Cape, or some new species of Brazilian ape.' And again, 'No sub\-scription yet from Altenstein. Meanwhile he has sent out twelve scientific travellers, and we may expect to see a musical score of the song of the howling apes of South America as the result of the learned labours of one of these gentlemen.' These Brazilian apes caught his indignant fancy, and often reappear in his correspondence on this subject.}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 On Goethe's seventieth birthday the Direction assembled at Frankfurt named him an honorary member of the Society, and received from him a letter of thanks in his most courteous style. He mentioned his visit to Stein in 1815 when he first heard of the plan, and remarks that, ' although his own labours, whether in poetry or in other depart\-ments, had always been directed towards what is nearest and most present in life, yet they could never have been successful without serious attention to past times.'}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 This is not the only occasion on which Goethe's name appears in the early history of the Monu-menta. It appears that he offered to undertake translations of some of the documents, with that curious readiness to stoop to tasks much below his powers which we see in his translation of Benvenuto Cellini. Stein's answer is that it was never the intention of the Society to furnish German transla\-tions of the Documents, but that perhaps H. v. Goethe will undertake this on his own account\hich\af0\loch\af0\dbch\f2\cchs0 \'97\hich\af0\dbch\af2\loch\f0\cchs0 in}\par }